
Genetics & Inheritance
How does inheritance work?

chromosome

 During sexual 
reproduction, the zygote 
receives one copy of each 
chromosome (and all its 

genes) from the Mom, and 
one copy from the Dad.

In this way, inherited traits 
are passed from parents to 

offspring.

Sections of DNA 
called genes are 

found on specific 
chromosomes 

within the nuclei of 
most body cells. cell

gene

Inheritance of eye color in mice
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The gene for 
BLACK eyes 
is dominant

The gene for 
RED eyes is 

recessive
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